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Petition of West, Claiborne, &c, to the King. [1622 ?] 



(Abstract from Eng. Pub. Rec. Office, by W. N. Sainsbury.) 



Petition of Capt. Francis West, Capt. William Claybourne, 
John Brewse, Robert Sweet and William Capps, ancient plant- 
ers and adventurers in Virginia, on behalf of themselves and the 
rest of his Maj. poor distressed subjects of that plantation, to the 
King; that by long experience, hazard and charge both of their 
persons and estates for many years they have found that that 
Country may be made useful for many commodities to supply 
the wants of this Kingdom which are now sent from Foreign 
Kingdoms, but by maintaining war with the Indians and the for- 
mer benefit made by tobacco, time has been mispent so long as 
now after payment of custom and freight, tobacco is of no value 
and they are like to perish unless taken into his Maj. immediate 
care & protection to make tobacco his own & take a convenient 
proportion yearly at a reasonable price, so they may plant some 
real commodity there to which that country is apt & fitt. Pray 
that their suit may be taken into consideration and persons ap- 
pointed to treat with them concerning the same. This petition 
is signed by all the petitioners. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 2, No. 
15.) 



Epitaphs at Brandon, Prince George County, Va. 



I. 

Sacred 

to the Memory of 

Nathaniel Harrison 

of Brandon, Eldest Son of Nathaniel & Mary 

Harrison, of Wakefield. He died 

October 1st, 1781, at the age 

of 78 years. 
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II. 

Sacred 

to the Memory of 

Benjamin Harrison, 

of Brandon, only son of Nathaniel Harrison 

and his wife Mary Digges. Born on the 13th of 

February, 1743. Died on the 

7th of August, 1807. 



III. 



Mrs. Elizabeth Page Powell, relict of Alfred 

Powell, & 4 th daughter of Benjamin Harrison and Kis 

3d wife, Evelyn Taylor Byrd. Born October 2d, 

1804. Died Nov. 27, 1836. 



IV. 

George E. Harrison, son of Benjamin Harrison and 

his 3d wife Evelyn Taylor Byrd. Born 1st 

September, 1797, died Jan. 19, 1839. 



V. 

William B. Harrison, 2d son of Benjamin Harrison 

and Evelyn Byrd. Born Nov. 31. 1800. 

Died Sept. 22d, 1870. 



VI. 



George E. Harrison 

Born June 20, 1837. Died April 

18, 1880. 



NOTE. 



Nathaniel Harrison, the elder, of Brandon, married 1st, Mary, daugh- 
ter of Hon. Cole Digges, of " Belfield," York county. She was buried 
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at Denbigh Church, Warwick county, where her tomb, bearing Harrison 
and Digges arms empaled, remains with the following inscription : 

Here lieth 

The body of Mary Harrison 

Daughter of the Hon'ble Cole Digges, Esq. 

President of his Maj'ty's Council for the Colony 

and 

Late Wife of Colonel Nathaniel Harrison 

of Prince George County 

By whom she had four children viz : 

Nathaniel who was born May 27th, 1739, 

and died June 13d, 1740, 

Digges who was born October 226, and died Nov'r 12th, 1741. 

1 both interred near this place) 

Also Elizabeth born July 30th 1737 

Benjamin born February 13th 1742. 

She so discharged the Several Duties 

of Wife, Mother, Daughter, Neighbor 

that her Relations & Acquaintance 

might justly esteem their affliction insupportable 

Was it not chastened with the Remembrance 

That every Virtue which adds weight to their loss 

Augments her Reward. 

Obiit Nov'r 1744 Mt. 27. 

Col. Nathaniel Harrison, married secondly before February 15, 1748, 
Lucy, daughter of Robt. Carter, of " Corotoman," and widow of Henry 
Fitzhugh, of "Eagles Nest"; but had no issue by this marriage. Col. 
Harrison appears to have held no office during the colonial period ex- 
cept the rank in the militia indicated by his title; but was an active 
supporter of American independence, from the beginning of the Revo- 
lution, when he was a member of the Prince George county Committee 
of Safety, as was his son Benjamin Harrison. The son Benjamin 
was elected a member of the first State Executive Council ; but re- 
signed in a short time, when his father was elected to fill his place. It 
is believed that Col. Nathaniel Harrison was also the person of the 
name who was president of the State senate in October, 1779. 

Benjamin Harrison of Brandon, the son, married Evelyn Taylor, daugh- 
ter of Col. Wm. Byrd (3d) of Westover. George Evelyn Harrison of 
Brandon, married Isabella Harmanson Ritchie, daughter of Thos. Ritchie 
of Richmond, a lady, who was the honored mistress of Brandon for so 
many years, and died a short time ago, universally regretted. Wm. 
Byrd Harrison, whose epitaph is also given, was the owner of Upper 
Brandon, and the builder of the fine mansion house there. 

Brandon, a fortunate exception to the fate of most old estates in Vir- 
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ginia, still remains the property of the Harrisons — the family of the- 
late George E. Harrison, whose epitaph is the last given above. 
Nathaniel Harrison of ' ' Wakefield, ' ' Surry co. , named in the first epitaph 
was member of the Council and Auditor General of the colony. As his 
epitaph from his tomb at " Wakefield" has only been printed in a news- 
paper, it may be preserved here : " Here lieth the body of the Honor- 
able Nathaniel Harrison Esq., Son of the Honorable Benjamin Harrison, 
Esq. He was born in this parish the 8 day April, 1677. Departed this 
life the 30 day of November, 1727." 

The epitaphs of his brother Henry, and his father Benjamin, both 
councillors, from the tombs formerly at Cabin Point, but now at Brandon, 
and that of his brother, Benjamin, of " Berkeley," speaker of the House: 
of Burgesses; at Westover, have been several times in print. 



VIRGINIA IN 1623. 



(Abstracts from English Public Record Office, by W. N. Sainsbury. ) 



Governor and Council of Virginia to the Earl of 
Southampton, &c. 

1623, April 3, James City. 

The Governor and Council of Virginia to the Earl of South- 
ampton and the rest of his Maj. Council for Virginia. Since 
their last letters there came two Indians to Martin's Hundred * 
who were sent up to James City. Onef who had lived much 
among the English and by revealing the plot to divers on the 
day of the massacre, saved their lives, was sent by the Great 
King X with a message to the effect that enough blood had been 
shed on both sides, that many of his people were starved by our 
taking away their corn and burning their houses, and they de- 



* Martin's Hundred on James river, extending from the neighborhood 
of the present Williamsburg to near the Warwick river. 

fA converted Indian who lived with Richard Pace, on the south 
side of James river, opposite Jamestown. Before daylight on the morn- 
ing of the massacre he revealed the plot to Pace, who after providing 
for the security of his family and neighbors, rowed over to Jamestown, 
and gave warning. See StitA's History of Virginia, p. 212; and Smith's 
General History. 

X Opechancanough. 



